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One of the biggest problem for those who don't understand 
Arabic language is understanding the core sense of Islam, 
because some of keywords to understand Islam dont have 
equivalents in English, therefore the Muslim must imperatively 
learn Arabic language for understanding the Quran and 
Sunnah. 


In this article we will explain the meaning of one of those 
keywords, it is the word Iman which is usually translated by 
belief which is a wrong translation, because the word belief 
doesnt mean conviction through evidences, whereas the word 
Iman means it. 


| will explain the word Iman throughout the following axes 


e What does Iman mean in Arabic language 
e What does Iman mean in the Quran 


e The pillars of Iman 
What does Iman mean in the Arabic language? 


Iman is derived from the root a-m-n about which lon Faris 
said: 


(A-m-n) Hamza, Meem and Noon are two converging origins: 
one is honesty, which is against betrayal, meaning stillness of 


the heart, and the other is believability. The two meanings, as 
we have said, are close to each other. 


lon Faris Maghayiss Alogha (Matrices of the Language) 1/133 


So Amana has two meanings, the first one is giving security, 
being honest, and the second is being convinced that 
something is true. 


So Amana the verb of Iman has two senses: 
Amana someone means giving him security. 
Amana in something means to be convinced that it is true. 


And the last meaning is the meaning of Iman in the Arabic 
language, because Al-Mumin who has Iman, is one who is 
convinced that Allah sent down Muhammad peace and 
blessings be upon him with the Quran and Sunnah. 


What does Iman mean in the Quran? 


In the Quran the word Iman goes beyond the meaning of 
conviction to conviction and practicing, in other words if you 
are convinced that Allah sent Muhammad peace and 
blessings be upon him, but you don't obey him, in the sight of 
Allah youre not yet Mumin in Muhammad. 


We find Iman means practicing in a lot of verses, from which 
the saying of Allah Almighty: 
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And (recall) when We took your covenant (Saying), Do not shed 
your (i.e., each other's) blood or evict one another from your 
homes. Then you acknowledged (this) while you were 
witnessing. 


Then you are those (same ones who are) killing one another 
and evicting a party of your people from their homes 
cooperating against them in sin and aggression. And if they 
come to you as captives, you ransom them, although their 
eviction was forbidden to you, so do you believe in part of the 
Scrioture and disbelieve in part? Then what is the 
recompense for those who do that among you except 
disgrace in worldly life; and on the Day of Resurrection they 
will be sent back to the severest of Ounishment. And Allah is 


not unaware of what you do. 
Chapter 2 verses 84-85 


In the Quran Allah used the vero Amana which translated by 
believe. 


So Allah in those verses considered practicing of ransom the 
captives as Iman in part of Scripture, and killing a part of 
them and evicting them as kufur (repelled Iman) in part of 
Scripture, so Iman here had taken the meaning of practicing, 
and when they didnt practice some of Scripture they arent 
considered as Mumins in it. 


Another example in the saying of Allah Almighty: 
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The example of those who were entrusted with the Torah and 
they did not take it is like that of a donkey who carries 
volumes (of books) wretched the example of the people who 
deny the signs of Allah. And Allah does not guide the 


wrongdoing people . 
Chapter 62 verse 0. 


Allah entrusted the son of Israel with the Torah, but when they 
didnt practice the Torah as well as Allah asked, Allah 
considered them like people who deny the Torah, even though 
they believe that Torah is from Allah, and they are proud of 
Torah: 


wretched the example of the people who deny the signs of 
Allah. 


Signs of Allah mean the Torah, and Allah called them as 
wrongdoing people. 


And does not guide the wrongdoing people 


Allah sent down His seeech to be applied by mankind, so if 
you accept that the Quran is the word of Allah Almighty, but 
you didnt work by, you didnt do yet what Allah asked, 
therefore you are considered as someone who denies the 


Quran. 


For example if someone said that he is totally sure that Allah 


said: 
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Those who consume interest cannot stand except as one 
stands who is being beaten by Satan into insanity. That is 
because they say: Trade is just like interest. But Allah has 
permitted trade and has forbidden interest. So whoever has 
received an admonition from His Lord and desists may have 
what in past, and his affair rests with Allah. But whoever 
returns those are the companions of the Fire; they will abide 
eternally therein 


Chapter 2 verse :275 


And he is sure that interest is forbidden, but he will eat it, and 
his job is leaning on it. This person doesn't have Iman in the 
previous verse, because he doesnt apply it. So he is 
considered as not Muslim at all, and hance he will abide 
eternally in the Fire as Allah told us. May Allah protect us. 


So Iman means practicing the decision of Islam to Allah 
(obeying Allah only without a partner) 


The pillars of Iman 


When the Prophet Muhammad peace and blessings be upon 
him was asked by Angel Gabriel about Iman, he replied: 


Iman is getting Iman in Allah, His angles, His books, His 
messengers, Last Day and Fate its good and its bad 


So Iman has six pillars, they serve as the foundations on 
which it based, and we will debating it in the following: 


Iman in Allah 


Having Iman in Allah doesnt mean to be sure that Allah exists, 
and created everything only, it means doing what this fact 
implies. 


The fact that Allah created you, earth, skies, food, animals 
and everything implies that you must obey Him only without a 
partner, because no one else can make anything for you 
without His permission, therefore no one else worth being 
obeyed. 


Iman in Allah means submitting to Allah, obeying all His 
orders, and if we refuse to obey one order we became koafirs 
as like what happened with loblees when refuse to obey the 


order of Allah to prostrate for Adam: 
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And when We said to angels, Prostrate for Adam; so they 
erostrated except for lblees. He refused and was arrogant 
and became of the koafirs. 


Chapter 2 verse 34 


Although he acknowledges that Allah is his Lord, and asks 
Him not making him dying before the Day of Resurrection: 
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He said my Lord reprieve me until the Day they are 
resurrected 


Chapter 38 verse: 79 


So Iman in Allah means obeying all His orders however are 
they. 


Iman in angels 


Iman in angels means being sure that Allah created angeles 
and made them perfect creatures, about them Allah said: 
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O you who have believed protect yourselves and your families 
from a Fire whose fuel is people and stones over which are 
[appointed] angeles harsh and severe, they do not disobey 
Allah in what He commands them but do what they are 


commended 
Chapter 66 verses 6 
Iman in Books of Allah and His messengers 


Iman in all of the books of Allah and His messengers means 
being sure that they are from Allah, and follow all of them. 


You can ask, how can | follow all of them and | dont have 
them? 


My answer is if you follow the Quran and Sunnah you are 
following all of them, because all of them have the same 
message "submission to Allah only without a partner" and that 
what is mentioned in the saying of Allah Almighty: 
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And We have revealed to you the Book in truth confirming that 
which preceded it of the Scripture and as acriterion over it. 


Chapter 5 verse 48 
Iman in the Last Day 


Iman in the Last Day means being sure that all of us will be 
resurrected and judged according to our deeds, and work for 
the success on that Day, which is being protected from Fire 


and entering Paradise. 


Iman in the Last Day means focusing on it, and not being 
deceived by the worldly life. 


Iman in fate 


Iman in fate means being sure that nothing happens without 
the permission of Allah, so be satisfied and sure that behind 
everything happens however good or bad, there's the mercy 
of Allah, because Allah is the Merciful. 


